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| UPI union unit offers to buy troubled 

news service 


WASHINGTON (AP) - The Unit ed 
Preae International unit of the wire 
Service Guild offered yesterday to 
luv UR either bv resell or in iy- 
ncrshlp with one ot several other 

an India* 

' a Houston dcvel- 
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750 domestic UPI staffers, said It 

submitted an offer In order to elimi- 
nate any anxieties and uncertainties 
about the company's future for Its 
customers, creditors or sharehold- 
ers. and the employees. Including 
management* 

Dan Carmichael, an officer of the 


Guild, said no union money would 
be used In any purchase of UPI. In- 
stead. he said, the "Guild Is acting on 

behalf of UPI employees as indepen- 
dent people.* He declined to say 
where the money would come from 
to finance the Guild bid. 

UPI Is reorganizing under Chap- 
ter 1 1 of the federal bankruptcy act 

UPI Chairman Luis Nogales. In a 
prepared statement said: "We have 
received numerous expressions of 
Interest from various parties. We are 
most encouraged by the response 
and interest to date. 

“Confidentiality continues to be 
essential, and therefore we do not 
plan to make further comment until 


we are further along with the »elec- 
don and negotiation P*w»*^ 
»ddera who have acknowledge 
makW offers Inbludt Heuil H. » 
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the administration. 

— The Guild. Bite the other bidders. 


declined to disclose details of its bid 
for UPI, including Its size. Last 
spring, an Initial offer by Mr. Ser- 
Vasa, then the only suitor, was said 
to be $14 million to $20 million. 

William Morrissey, president of 
the union, said the proposal was 
worked out during a weekend meet- 
ing of the union’s executive commit- 
tee and “reflects the continuing com- 
mitment of the Guild’s employees, 
demonstrated by their many past 
sacrifices, to a strong, dependable, 
efficient and viable organization and 
system.’ 

Guild me mbe r s at UPI have made 

several wage and benefit conces- 
sions to the company, but they 
threatened a strike when manage- 
ment sought to have the bankruptcy 
court void Its labor contract earllet 
this year. Mr. Nogales dropped that 
request last week. 

In Indianapolis. Mr. SerVass sale 
he is confident that a group he heads 
will be found to be "financially reli- 
able and qualified* to buy UPI. anc 
he vowed to make UPI “a good com 
petltor to the Associated Press in ev- 
ery sense of the word." 

“We don’t want to skinny down,' 
he said. “We've lost some good peo- 
ple. We're going to have to recruit 
some good people.' 

An aide to Mr. Russo. Russel 
Rau. said the Houston group “wants 
to do precisely what is going to be lr 
the best Interests of UPI.” Askec 
about reports that Mr. Russo hac 
stipulated that UPI move its head 
quarters from Washington to Hous 
ton, Mr. Rau said. “That never was i 
stipulation.* 

Mr. Huflel, now chairman ot Ma? 
Cell Telecom Plus and Max Huge 
Enterprises, could not be reached foi 
comment yesterday. Aides who an 
swered calls to nis offices in Nev 
Hampshire and Washington said h< 
was observing the Rosh HashanaF 
holiday in privacy . 
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